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PROCEEDINGS
6 November | Pre-conference day

Drawing and sharing a vision
for a sustainable future

Sharing a vision for ESD
What do we want to achieve through Education for Sustainable Development?
Before starting to talk about strategies for promoting ESD, the participants worked to depict
a shared vision of a sustainable future, while acknowledging their differences in local circumstances and worldview. Collaborating in groups, they expressed their vision in words and drawings, and discussed what values they need to promote in order to realize that vision.
The following page lists some of the aspects and essential values of a sustainable future as
outlined by the youth participants.
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Values and Way of Living
•

There is a culture of respect for people and for the natural environment. We learn from the
harmony that already exists within nature and apply that to the way we treat the environment and one another.

•

We recognize that we are part of nature, that every individual is responsible for preserving
our planet, and that every choice we make in life should be based on sustainability.

•

All the various sectors of society work together, sharing a holistic view that everything—including humans, nature, the economy, food, transportation and energy—are interconnected, and that they are all part of the same cycle.

•

There is a focus on personal transformation, which in turn influences other people and
brings about change in society. Children and youth are also empowered to create change,
especially through entrepreneurship.

•

We have an inclusive society with empathy, understanding and equality, where everyone,
including indigenous people, women and minorities are brought in and not left behind, and
where there is happiness, beauty and joy for all.

•

Local communities grow their own food and build their own houses, and preserve their
cultural identity.

•

“To be more rather than have more” is a widely shared value, and everyone puts more effort
into contributing to the community than into acquiring things for themselves.

Systems
•

Everyone has access to education, including formal, non-formal and informal education.
There is a focus on creative education and community-based education that can inspire
people to come up with innovative solutions.

•

Global communication allows us to share ideas and best practices and replicate what’s working in different parts of the world.

•

New systems are established based on our interconnectedness and on striking a balance
between the environment and technology, such as in green energy and a cyclical economy
using waste as resources.

•

Today’s economy-centered system is transformed into a human-centered system, in which
health and happiness are the key indicators, instead of economic welfare.

•

We build resilient, thriving, prosperous communities looking beyond sustainability into regenerative systems.
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IN PICTURES: PRE-CONFERENCE DAY

Making a “human world map” in an icebreaker

Participants get to know each other by telling the stories of their lives—both good times and challenging times

Miki Konishi explains the offerings from Okayama City
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Japanese observer-volunteers
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7 November | Conference day
Opening plenary session
During the opening plenary, Masaaki Akaike, Parliamentary Vice-Minister of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology of Japan, and Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO, welcomed the participants. A keynote address was delivered by Sally Asker, Director of InSIGHT
Sustainability and member of the World Conference International Steering Group, and a guest
presentation was made by Prof. Anantha Kumar Duraiappah, Director of UNESCO Mahatma
Gandhi Institute of Education for Peace and Sustainable Development.

Welcome remarks
Masaaki Akaike
Parliamentary Vice-Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology of Japan (MEXT)
(excerpt)
Welcome to Japan.
Gathered here in Okayama today are 50 young people from
48 countries around the world. You are all representative
young leaders working on the active promotion of ESD in
many fields in your countries. I understand that during this
conference you will draft a Youth Statement and announce
it to the world. I have high expectations for the statement
you will draft as ESD professionals in various fields.
I would also like you to take this valuable opportunity to
deepen your friendship with colleagues participating from
countries around the world who have similar ESD aspirations. I hear that exchanges of opinion
have already started via online discussions, even before the conference. I hope that exchanging
opinions and sharing experiences among colleagues from different geographical regions and
specialties will lead to ideas about future activities and to the building of a global network of
young ESD practitioners.
You will also go on to participate in the UNESCO World Conference on ESD in Aichi-Nagoya next
week. I would like each of you to be a public relations ambassador and convey to those at the
World Conference the achievements made here in Okayama. UNESCO clearly considers young
people to be important stakeholders, and I expect you to serve as an important driving force for
ESD at the World Conference and afterwards.
In conclusion, let me take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the Goi Peace Foundation,
the City of Okayama, and all those involved, for their efforts to make this conference a reality.
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Opening remarks
Irina Bokova
Director-General of UNESCO
I am deeply honoured to be with you today, to open
the UNESCO Education for Sustainable Development
Youth Conference. For this, I wish to thank the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology of Japan, the Japanese National
Commission for UNESCO, the City of Okayama and
the Goi Peace Foundation for organizing this important conference.
Most of all, I thank the Youth Delegates who are with
us today. I say ‘Youth Delegates,’ but I really mean
Youth Leaders of sustainable development. There
are 50 of you, young women and men from some 48
countries across the world, selected from a shortlist
of 5,000 young people from 180 countries.
Each of you has been chosen because you stand out for your achievements in ESD. You stand
out in your leadership. You stand out in your commitment. You stand out in your vision.
This is a vision of a better world for all, where the human rights and dignity of every woman and
man are nurtured. It is the vision of a planet whose boundaries are respected, whose diversity is
safeguarded, for the benefits of generations today and tomorrow.
This vision has never been more relevant than today. The planet is under pressure today. Climate
change is affecting our daily lives, especially for the poorest. We have no choice—we must
change the way we think about progress, the way we understand growth. We must change the
way we produce and consume, the way we live our lives together.
Political regulations and financial incentives are essential for safeguarding the environment, and
for shaping a more sustainable future. But they are not enough. We need to craft new ways of
seeing the world, new ways of thinking and rethinking about our responsibilities to each other
and the planet, towards the environment and biodiversity, and new ways of acting and behaving as global citizens.
This is why education is essential, as the bedrock for sustainability, to shape new values, skills
and knowledge. We need green economies, but we also need green societies.
This is the inspiration for the United Nations Decade on Education for Sustainable Development
(2005-2014), sponsored by Japan and led by UNESCO. I wish to pay tribute to my predecessor,
Koïchiro Matsuura, who was at the forefront of crafting this Decade, and provided leading inspiration to take it forward. In Aichi-Nagoya, we will take stock of the Decade’s achievements
at the UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development, and we will look
forward to a new, ambitious agenda.
This is especially important today, at a time when governments are shaping a new, ambitious
development agenda to follow in 2015. UNESCO is playing a leading role in this global debate.
Education for Sustainable Development must have a central place in this agenda. This is the
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core lesson of the UN Decade—education is the most powerful force for sustainability. We are
crafting a global vision of education for the 21st century. Education is the way to connect the
dots between the social, the economic and the environmental dimensions of sustainable development—the core message from Rio+20 in 2012.
You all know the expression “Think Global, Act Local.” Education is the best way to act at the
local, national, regional and global levels, and to weave these levels together. This calls for education that is relevant to the needs of the 21st century, that empowers learners, that nurtures
new forms of global citizenship and solidarity.
These are the lessons of the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development, and countries across the world have started to integrate them into their education systems. It is one of the
aims of the UN Secretary-General’s Global Education First Initiative, which UNESCO is steering
forward.
We need to build on this—we need to do more. For this, we need your help. We need your ideas
and, especially, your leadership.
I see this in the list of profiles prepared for this forum, highlighting your activities across the
world, from Madagascar to Argentina, from community learning centres to game platforms. I
see this in the commitments you have submitted to the Global Action Programme that will be
launched next week at the World Conference in Aichi-Nagoya. I see this in the dynamism of the
UNESCO Associated Schools Network—a family of more than 10,000 schools in 181 countries
that are pioneers of sustainability.
Let me say one thing. Don’t wait for us. Forge ahead. Continue with your vision, your projects,
your programmes. Do everything to make change happen in your lives, in your communities,
in your countries.
Young people can lead the world, and I promise you, the world will follow!
And I pledge to you today, UNESCO will support you at every step in every way we can. We will
see you next week at the UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development,
and we will build your vision into the 9th UNESCO Youth Forum in 2015.

Participants at the
Opening plenary session
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We have just launched the celebrations of our 70th anniversary. UNESCO was founded in 1945
to bring peace to the world, to be a global moral leader. We have put forward new ideas—
Education for All, and the kind of education needed for the 21st century. The notion of global
citizenship education partly stems out of Education for Sustainable Development.
Next year, at the COP21 in Paris, there is an expectation that the world will adopt an important
agreement on climate change. UNESCO’s Leaders’ Forum will be dedicated to sustainability and
climate change. Your ideas and projects are so much in need. Unless we change the way we live,
consume and produce, change will not happen. Political agreements are important, but then
the test comes in how we implement these agreements in practice. This is the responsibility of
governments, civil society, the private sector and young leaders. Believe in what you are doing,
and change will happen.
UNESCO will carry your message to every major event next year, on the way to shaping a new
global development agenda that is just, sustainable and inclusive, and that respects the boundaries of the planet.

Conversation between the UNESCO Director-General and the
Youth Participants
Following her remarks, Ms. Bokova took questions from the youth participants.
Q: This is a one-time conference, but how do you think youth can be continuously involved in shaping the
future in a more prominent way?
A: I believe this should not be a one-off event. A big conference on advocacy is very important, because we set the stage and adopt a strategic vision and plans of action. But what is most important
is the future work. I believe, particularly with the young leaders, that there is so much opportunity
today with the new technologies to engage, create a platform, and exchange ideas. I believe that
expanding networks and working together in this way is very important, particularly in the area
of sustainability—climate change, biodiversity, and all the notions about the changing environment—because they are global issues that have no physical boundaries. This is where I think youth
engagement is all-important. You may be in a country in the north helping a country in the south;
or, ideas coming from the south can be very useful also in the north. So, new technologies have
huge opportunities to bring people together. We meet here and exchange ideas, but we do not
stop here; we continue in the same vein of working together.
Q: What comes after the Decade of ESD? Is UNESCO using its influence to make ESD part of more “traditional” educational settings?
A: We are taking stock of this decade, and we are drafting a plan of action for the future. What we are
doing precisely is to have Education for Sustainable Development deeply embedded in education
systems. It is not just something that accompanies schooling; it is not just an additional or complementary kind of knowledge. That is why we are designing the future of education development
goals. Currently, we have the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) that are ending in 2015. The
second goal is to “achieve universal primary education,” but now we are expanding this and looking
at quality of education, and at what types of education we need for the 21st century. The concept of
“global citizenship” comes in here. One of the targets of this new goal, that hopefully will be adopted
next year, is Education for Sustainable Development. We are working all across the board—with
governments, with different countries in all parts of the world—and when we make this a goal for
the future, I think there will not be a single country in the world where this will not be incorporated
into the educational system.
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Keynote address
Sally Asker
Director of InSIGHT Sustainability
Member of the World Conference International Steering Group
(excerpt)
To date, much of the focus about education, training,
and public awareness systems around the globe has
not been on Education for Sustainable Development.
Rather, it has been on Education for Development.
Now more than ever, ESD needs to be the purpose
of education, not simply a component of education.
Education must prepare learners to contribute to sustainable development and to combat the global challenges we all face, through the promotion of critical
thinking, collaborative decision-making, responsibility
for today and for tomorrow—all ingredients of global
citizenship that enable all of us as learners to transform
ourselves and society for a more livable tomorrow.
What we do know is that we have all the tools and assets at our disposal to harness our inner
strengths and make a change. We just need the will and a renewed vision of education to help
shift the gear.
The principles of ESD, together with the competencies ESD promotes, are the key enablers to help
us shift this gear. ESD can be the change agent. I ask each of you: How can we move toward sustainable development and meet global challenges without education? How can we change as a society
without education? Education is an essential component in reaching sustainable development.
Now is the time to demonstrate to decision-makers at the most senior level that what ESD is doing
is quality and has relevance. We need our leaders to advocate for ESD at a global level and become SD literate by integrating ESD into both education agendas and sustainable development
agendas. We need to continue our work to change mindsets and create a new perspective for ESD
beyond 2014. In this context, your participation here at the Youth Conference and next week at
the main conference holds much importance.
As you are aware, to mark the end of the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development, known as the DESD, which spanned the years 2005-2014, the Government of Japan
and UNESCO are hosting the World Conference on ESD. While the conference marks the end of the
Decade, it is very much a forward-looking event providing the foundation for post-2014 action.
The conference will launch the Global Action Programme (GAP) on ESD, which seeks to build on
the foundation that has been built over the last 10 years. The GAP focuses on five priority action
areas: advancing policy, integrating sustainability practices into education and training environments, increasing the capacity of educators and trainers, empowering and mobilizing youth (my
favourite one), and encouraging local communities and municipal authorities to develop community-based ESD programmes.
A decade is simply not long enough to change behaviors, actions, policies, and governments on
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the magnitude that is required to shift the global gear. And UNESCO cannot and does not have the
means or mandate to do so alone. It is up to a joint effort between you, the Member States and
every citizen on this globe to make a difference, to rethink and reorient how we interact with our
planet. Consequently, the scaling up of ESD actions is required.
I would like to encourage you to familiarize yourselves with the part of the GAP that specifically targets empowering and mobilizing youth. The GAP will be implemented in a decentralized manner
by Member States, national and local governments, and all stakeholders through their voluntary
contributions, partnerships, and commitments to it. It will be established for an initial phase of five
years, after which it will be renewed for extension.
As you are aware, the output of the Youth Conference will be a collective Youth Statement submitted to the World Conference. Your statement will seek to align your views and enable you to speak
as a united voice at the main conference.
When looking at the Global Action Programme in your preparations, critically ask yourself what
can strategically be done to push the ESD agenda further forward. Challenge your thinking and
ask, Where could youth as actors assist, and how? And discuss with your peers, What else is needed
to contribute to an effective post-2014 agenda? Today and in the days going forward, think and talk
between yourselves and voice these ideas within your Youth Statement.
Now, I would like to offer some final words of advice. In the following days, try not to get fixated
on or frustrated by the label ESD; it is only a label. What is important is to think about the aims and
outcomes that ESD strives to promote. You may call it something very different in the context of
your region or country. There are many other labels with similar principles and practices for a more
sustainable future. Why not put them all in your practitioner toolbox? After all, the goal of all education—peace education, values education, environmental education, human rights education,
and the list goes on—should be sustainable development. ESD is relevant to all, and outside the
auspices of UNESCO, it is called many things. What we do know is that, collectively, we need to
increase people’s competencies and equip them with the knowledge and skills to enable them to
think, decide and act for a better tomorrow.
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While your ages span from 18 to 35 years, those in the upper end of this bracket may no longer
consider yourselves strictly as “youth.” You may indeed have your own children, or be midcareer in
the context of your country. However, when you look around the main conference, you’ll notice
that you are quite a bit younger than the majority of people there.
While you represent yourselves as ESD experts, in the context of the conference your voice will
be heard as a youth voice. Use this to your advantage. I cannot encourage you enough to grasp
this opportunity and make your collective voice count. Youth involvement in the conference is
not tokenistic. Youth are included as a major stakeholder, one good reason being that half of the
world’s population is under 30 years of age, and you are the leaders of tomorrow.
Let me leave you with these thoughts that may trigger your own inspiration and help you reflect
on ESD in your context and on your own strengths as an ESD champion. The realm of possibilities
starts and stops based on the limits of your minds and your ability to educate, train, and spread
awareness within others, and to instill the values, ideas, and skills that link knowledge to action to
reorient the way we live on the planet.
Yes, we must become more resilient in the face of the world’s sustainable development challenges, but we must leap forward. From a focus on the problems of today to harnessing our collective
strengths, capacity, and influence; to explore what is possible and start creating a future we want;
to create a new and inspiring view of sustainability—a future in which we all thrive. It is about mobilizing and aligning our communities, focusing our energy, reducing resistance, and contributing
to creating something extraordinary for tomorrow.
As educators, we need to help citizens shift their perspectives and actions from problem-solving
to possibility, from adjusting today’s current model to creating a renewed vision for a sustainable
future, from a cost focus to a value focus, from resisting change to embracing change, from a focus
on loss to a focus on creation, from linear thinking to systems thinking, from consumers to citizens,
from viewing people as liabilities to viewing people as assets—moving from fear to hope.
I encourage you to share your stories today and next week, and make your challenges and your
potential to do something about them real. Do not accept “good enough.” Push the agenda for
what you and your children want for the future and deserve, as the future is yours to shape, inspire,
and lead.

GUEST PRESENTATION
Anantha Kumar Duraiappah
Director of UNESCO Mahatma Gandhi Institute of Education for Peace
and Sustainable Development (MGIEP)
UNESCO MGIEP is an institute specializing in research, knowledge sharing, capacity building and policy formulation in the
area of education for peace, sustainability and global citizenship.
Opening his presentation with a short video, UNBOX with MGIEP,
Prof. Duraiappah invited young people to come up with out-of-the
box ideas to co-create solutions for issues as global citizens, and
introduced the youth programmes offered by MGIEP, including the
#IAmAGlobalCitizen campaign and the YESPeace Network. (More
information available at mgiep.unesco.org)
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Parallel workshop sessions
The overarching theme of the parallel workshop sessions was How can we advance ESD actions
beyond 2014? The sub-themes of the eight discussion groups were formulated in consideration
of the participants’ expertise and fields of activities, and the focus areas they share. Themes
for discussions 1-5 are aligned with the five GAP priority action areas. Particular emphasis was
placed on how youth can contribute in each area.
In each group, participants first shared personal experiences and good practices, identifying
what has worked particularly well and could be replicated by others, and what were some of
the challenges. They then engaged in discussions on how to generate and scale up ESD action
in their given thematic area, and developed strategic recommendations to be included in the
final Youth Statement.
The key discussion points presented by each group are summarized in the following pages.

DISCUSSION GROUP 1: POLICY ADVANCEMENT
Integrating ESD into international and national policies
An enabling policy environment is crucial for mobilizing education and learning for sustainable
development and the scaling up of ESD action in formal, non-formal and informal education
and learning. This thematic area explored how we can further support ESD efforts and move
ESD into the mainstream of sustainable development and educational policies and practices at
international and national levels.
Key discussion points:

Discussion Group 1
presenting their
recommendations
through skits
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•

For policy advancement, the participation of youth in policy-making and policy implementation must be ensured—for example, through youth representation in ministry advisory groups.

•

Decision-making processes should be based on critical evaluation and evidence-based
monitoring.

•

It is important to create an enabling environment for youth and marginalized groups to
express themselves and participate in decision-making.
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DISCUSSION GROUP 2: WHOLE-INSTITUTION APPROACHES
Engaging all stakeholders to transform learning and training environments
including curricula
Whole-institution approaches require not only the reorientation of teaching content and methodology, but also campus and facility management that is in line with sustainable development,
as well as the cooperation of the institution with sustainable development stakeholders in the
community. This thematic area explored how successful models can be scaled up and expanded to all levels and types of education.
Key discussion points:
•

Educational institutions should provide the institutional support, resources and legitimacy
for youth leadership, which includes giving youth mandates, funding, office space, etc.

•

It is important to create synergies between internal and external ESD initiatives. This means
involving everyone, integrating efforts across departmental and community boundaries,
and creating places for cooperation between students and staff as well as with actors outside the education system.

•

Educational institutions must practice what they preach. In other words, the operations, policies and procurement of these institutions also need to be sustainable.

•

Whole-institution approaches should not only be about universities and schools; there
should be ESD leaders in every institution, such as government cabinets and labour unions.

Parallel Workshop
Sessions: Discussion
Group 2
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DISCUSSION GROUP 3: EDUCATORS AND TRAINERS
Building capacities of educators and trainers to become learning facilitators
for ESD
Educators, trainers and other change agents are important levers to foster educational change
and to facilitate learning for sustainable development. There is therefore an urgent need to
develop leaders in schools, communities and in various sectors, as multipliers of ESD action. This
thematic area explored good practices and effective approaches to strengthening capacities of
ESD learning facilitators.
Key discussion points:
•

We need to shift from topic-based education to process-based learning, and from test-based
evaluations to evaluations based on progress, so that young people can develop critical
thinking and analytical skills, as well as communication and collaborative skills, which they
need to move forward in this information-rich age.

•

We need to foster the emergence of learning communities that provide safe spaces for the
development of learning facilitators. At these learning centers, the contents of ESD should
be specific to the local area, based on local issues and pulling in local wisdom and traditions,
rather than being decided by central authorities.

•

We should establish mutual and more collaborative funding mechanisms to support innovative local ESD initiatives in the long-term.

DISCUSSION GROUP 4: INNOVATIVE LEARNING FOR YOUTH
Enhancing learning opportunities through innovative programmes including
E-learning
Enhancing learner-centered non-formal and informal learning opportunities in ESD is particularly important in empowering young people to take part in sustainable development processes. This thematic area explored how learning opportunities for youth can be developed
and enhanced with innovative programmes including E-learning and the creation of innovative
learning spaces.
Key discussion points:
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•

Innovative learning is about transforming traditional knowledge into a way of learning that
is more alive using the “3H learning approach” (head, heart and hands).

•

Innovative learning approaches, such as E-learning, gamification, and student-created learning programmes, are facilitating the transition from the traditional, one-way education system to collaborative, transformative, co-created education, which is not just about taking in
knowledge, but concerns the whole person.

•

Innovative learning programmes should be taken more seriously by opening up different
arenas to different actors for testing, evaluating and sharing these approaches, and then
making them accessible more widely so that they are gradually mainstreamed.
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DISCUSSION GROUP 5: LOCAL COMMUNITIES
Accelerating sustainable solutions at the local level through ESD
Effective and innovative solutions to sustainable development challenges are frequently developed at the local level. Multi-stakeholder dialogues and cooperation play a key role in this—for
example, among local governments, NGOs, the private sector, media, education and research
institutions, and individual citizens. This thematic area explored how ESD can be fully mobilized
to engage communities and enhance action for sustainable solutions at the local level.
Key discussion points:
•

The promotion of ICT-based community learning initiatives is an effective way to reach people who do not have access to education and offer them basic education as well as ESD.

•

ESD programmes should follow community-based approaches tailored to community
needs, respecting traditional knowledge. Programmes should be interdisciplinary and link
formal education to traditional forms of education. Successful programmes can foster multiplier effects, sustainable livelihoods and community ownership.

•

Establishing public/private partnerships will ensure that there is no duplication of efforts
and that projects are provided with funding for implementation and have some continuity.

Parallel Workshop Sessions: Discussion Group 5
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DISCUSSION GROUP 6: SUSTAINABILITY CHALLENGES
Making ESD a more central part of the international response to sustainability
challenges such as climate change, biodiversity and disaster risk reduction
Achieving sustainable development requires a fundamental change of mindsets that results
in changes of action. ESD can contribute substantially to this end by developing the necessary knowledge, action competence and values. This thematic area explored how education
and learning can be strengthened in all agendas, programmes and activities that address key
sustainability challenges such as climate change, biodiversity, disaster risk reduction and water
security.
Key discussion points:
•

Development organizations, NGOs and donors need to engage local stakeholders from the
beginning in project design, decision-making and implementation, and participatory evaluation. People who are respected in the community, such as elders and religious leaders, are
in the best position to communicate with local citizens and deliver information and ideas in
a way that they can accept. It is also important to translate concepts and information into
easily understandable language.

•

We should incorporate experiential and outdoor education models and environmental ethics into early childhood education. Climate change issues can be communicated through
different learning styles and academic disciplines, such as engineering, business, the humanities and the arts.

•

We need to develop adequate evaluation frameworks and technological tools that can guide
and encourage future resource allocation as well as long-term sustainability and community
resilience.

DISCUSSION GROUP 7: SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Incubating social projects and entrepreneurship through ESD
With access to relevant knowledge and skills training, youth can often translate their innovative
ideas into tangible social projects and entrepreneurship for sustainable livelihoods and community development. This thematic area explored how creativity for innovation can be cultivated
and supported through ESD.
Key discussion points:

22

•

It is important to strengthen the commitment and improve the connections among venture
contributors, including governments, the private sector and civil society.

•

Young people should develop strategies for peer-to-peer coaching in order to foster creative
exchange of ideas on ESD. One example is to have young role models or youth ambassadors
that can empower other youth.

•

UNESCO and Member States should make a collaborative effort to design policies and conventions that stimulate social entrepreneurship, especially among youth.
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DISCUSSION GROUP 8: WOMEN AND MARGINALIZED GROUPS
Empowering women and marginalized groups through ESD
To build a sustainable and inclusive society, it is vital to enhance educational opportunities
for young women and marginalized groups such as out-of-school young people, rural young
people and poor urban youth. This thematic area explored how ESD, in its various forms and
focuses, can effectively empower these groups to improve their quality of life and promote
social cohesion.
Key discussion points:
•

We should eliminate all forms of discrimination and promote positive traditional cultures, so
that indigenous knowledge is supported and included in ESD.

•

We must promote enabling economic policies, provide resources and build capacities among
marginalized groups, so that they can make use of their environment in a sustainable way.

•

ESD must be integrated into formal, informal and non-formal curriculums, to help women
and marginalized groups achieve a sustainable future.

Presentation by Discussion Group 8
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Plenary discussion session
Mobilizing youth for ESD action
Youth have a particularly high stake in shaping a better future for themselves and generations to
come. Moreover, youth are increasingly acting as drivers of the educational process, especially
in non-formal and informal learning. Thus, while they are beneficiaries of ESD, they are also
important stakeholders and drivers of ESD actions beyond 2014.
Synthesizing relevant discussions from the parallel sessions, this session further explored how
youth can empower and mobilize their own generation as change agents in global, national
and local sustainable development processes.
In small discussion groups, participants discussed the following key questions:
•

How can we empower and mobilize our own generation as change agents for sustainable
development?

•

How can we collaborate as a group to generate a bigger impact in promoting a global
ESD youth movement?

The following page lists some of the ideas that came out of the discussions.

Group discussion using
“Entakun”—a cardboard
laptop desk
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Youth can empower and mobilize their own generation by:
•

Targeting young people who are not yet involved in ESD. Show them how ESD issues affect
them personally and instill in their minds that sustainable development is everyone’s responsibility. It is especially important to start this with younger children.

•

Promoting holistic education that nurtures feelings of empathy for other people and for the
natural world.

•

Providing peer-to-peer training, support and mentorship, as well as inspirational role models
and inspirational stories of young people.

•

Offering incentives to get involved, such as meeting meaningful people, acquiring new skills,
becoming more employable or acquiring financial rewards.

•

Offering experiential and innovative learning, and creating a safe space for dialogues and
self-expression.

•

Doing research on behavior change, as different cultures and regions may require different
approaches.

•

Using different methods of storytelling, such as movies, music, pictures and art, and finding
other ways of making ESD attractive and interesting.

•

Acknowledging and celebrating successes.

•

Encouraging interdisciplinary and inter-sectoral conversation and cooperation.

The group can collaborate to generate a bigger
impact by:
•

Each participant taking the message of this conference to
their local community and act on it at the local level.

•

Sharing the Youth Statement and experiences from the
conference with peers and media outlets.

•

Using social media and new technology as well as creating online platforms to continue the interaction and to share experiences, knowledge, best
practices and networks, and develop collaborative projects.

•

Promoting cross-cultural learning and exchange programmes to turn our diversity into opportunity for global impact.

•

Collaborating towards specific future events such as the UNESCO Youth Forum or COP21.

•

Sharing resources in a methodic and easily accessible way, and creating a “bank” of problems
and solutions.

•

Establishing regional network hubs for promoting the ESD agenda.

•

Creating a 50-page online book documenting 50 ESD activities with advice and infographics.
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Wrap-up session
The participants agreed on the outline of the Youth Statement, which would incorporate the
outcomes of all the sessions and the online discussions preceding the conference. The drafting
committee, consisting of nine members who volunteered for the task, was entrusted to finalize
the text of the document.
Each participant was asked to make a brief comment to wrap up the day, sharing their feelings
and resolve as they looked forward to moving on to Nagoya for the World Conference on ESD.
The following are some of the comments that were shared.
I feel challenged by the fact that we are participants representing the entire world. We must take that
challenge and push forward with all that we have discussed when we go back home, and at least let
others understand what we have planned here.
— Alhagie Haruna Cham, Gambia
I literally learned from each and every one of you, and I can’t wait to see what we have discussed being
put into action. I also can’t wait to implement some projects that I learned about here when I’m back
home, in order to solve some issues that I was wondering how to solve.
— Souha Werghy, Tunisia
This experience has inspired me a lot. You are each a leader in your community and your solutions
are really unique and impressive, and I can reflect your ideas in my own activities. I hope we can have
further collaboration after the conference.
— Taichiro Fujino, Japan
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Back home, you often come up against many obstacles, and you feel downtrodden by everything that
is going on. But it is so encouraging to be in a room full of people who are inspired and enthusiastic
about what I am doing and what all of us are doing. We all need to make sure that all the great
discussions we had do not drift off, and that we all take positive actions when we leave, either as a
group or as individuals.
— Anna Vickerstaff, United Kingdom
This has been a unique opportunity for me, because I have been to many different conferences, but it
is almost always within my own field. Here, I met people working on the conservation of sea turtles,
working on corporate responsibility, and working on online training, all of which are completely different from my own field. But in the end, we share similar values and even challenges and passions. I
hope to be in contact and share more of our experiences.
— Isis Paola Nunez Ferrera, Honduras
I am grateful for the serious attempt to make this a more participatory process, so we had the space to
really see each other and talk to each other. At many conferences this doesn’t happen. It is sometimes
lonely doing this work as a Brazilian in China, but I feel supported seeing you all and would love to
share more stories.
— Narayan Silva, Brazil
I am looking forward to working with everyone as a group during the World Conference, because that
is where we have to put our words into action, to make sure that our voices are heard, and that we get
governments and other stakeholders to commit to work with us. I also look forward to developing a
clearer vision of what we want to do and how we can continue to cooperate beyond this conference.
— Stefan Manevski, Macedonia
Listening to all the stories of what you are doing in your countries, I would say we are not the leaders
of tomorrow, but the leaders of today. The future of the world is falling on our shoulders and we are
the ones that we have been waiting for. We have the responsibility to carry it forward. As we go back
to our countries, I want to make sure we all know that this network exists and that we can all rely on
each other.
— Mahmoud El-Refai, Egypt

Qian Tang, Assistant
Director-General for
Education, UNESCO and
Wataru Iwamoto, Adviser to
the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology of Japan, joined
the circle of participants to
offer their closing remarks
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