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theme 2000

Peace
What kind of a world do you envision for the 21st century?
What does peace mean to you?
How do you think we can achieve peace?

Peace | 2000

Children’s Category

The Children
Must Begin It
by Jason Crowe
age 13, United States

T

he future. A world of endless dreams of what will come to pass. But these
dreams will never come to fruition if peace doesn’t become a reality. In a peaceful world, there would be no rivalries, no violence, and war would be something only
heard about in textbooks. To achieve this idyllic world, we must make peace succeed
in every aspect of our life. This process begins when we realize peace is more than
the absence of war. Peace is a way of life, a culture in which all life is respected.
We are the youth of today and the leaders of tomorrow. But we are more. We are
the youth leaders of the present and have much to offer in advancing a culture of
peace. We have idealism, energy, and creativity, which many adults have lost. Given
tools and the opportunity, we can change the world while we are still young.
As a young leader, I can see subtle changes in thinking that everyone needs to
adopt to bring us closer to a culture of peace. For example, we need to update our
20th century idea of putting aside cultural differences with an attitude of tolerance.
In the new millennium, we must realize true peace requires a spirit of appreciation,
not an attitude of tolerance, and true peace will come only when we stop putting
aside our differences and learn to embrace them. It is only when we appreciate and
embrace our differences that we realize living united in diversity is not a contradiction of terms but rather a state of peace.
Another idea that needs updating is the popular slogan “think global, act local.”
We live in a world where technology gives us neighbors across the world in addition
to neighbors across the street. We live in an environment in which all life depends
on other life. We can no longer “think global, act local”; rather, we must think and act
both “global” and “local” simultaneously.
So what can young people do at the local, national, and international levels to
further the cause of peace? Locally, we can join and/or start peace clubs and multicultural service clubs where kids learn about peace and then put that knowledge to
practice in the community. Nationally, we can express our desires to congressmen
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and the President and join national organizations such as Students Against Violence
Everywhere. Internationally, we can use the Internet to establish multi-cultural
connections by creating peace web pages and participating in online international
discussions. We can join international youth organizations such as Peaceways and
Global Youth Action Network.
Personally, I am quite active in peace building. As a ten-year-old, I heard the story
of a Bosnian cellist, who witnessed the massacre of innocent people and knew he
had to act. The following day he went to the site and played his cello while snipers
fired. To me, his musical harmony represented social harmony, the only answer to
war. I knew I had to keep this message alive. I organized a cello concert for peace at
a local university, and later, Harmony in the Park as a memorial vigil on the 5th anniversary of the massacre.
By 11, I had founded a not-for-profit corporation, The Cello Cries On, to unite
and empower youth across cultural lines to promote peace. I commissioned a peace
statue to be sent to Bosnia as a gift from children worldwide to say, “We don’t want
more war and genocide; we want peace and harmony.” Through my international
newspaper, The Informer, the Internet, M.I.T.’s International Online Junior Summit,
and speeches I give in schools and at state, national, and international conferences,
I’ve united hundreds of youth to spread the message of harmony and raise money
for the statue.
At 12, I created Youth for Peace in the Year 2000, an international delegation of
youth to meet with Bosnian youth (at the time of the statue’s unveiling) to work on
peace building. This past year, I founded Youth for Harmony in Action, a multicultural group of middle and high school age youth.
We assess local needs and then go out, “diverse but united,” to meet those needs,
showing the community people can work together harmoniously.
I have no long-range goals such as serving as an ambassador, mediator, or my
country’s president. But I know whatever my vocation, my avocation will always be
peace building. In the near future, I will continue raising money for The Children’s
International Peace-and-Harmony Statue, and writing, publishing and speaking
at conferences to motivate more youth to take action. We are at a point in history
where the future of the world and the future of peace lie with the children in an
unprecedented way. Gandhi said, “If we are to have true peace in the world, it must
begin with the children.” I say, “If we are to have true peace in the world, the children
must begin it.”
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Peace
by Maiya Shamurshanova
age 23, Kazakhstan

P

eace… When I speak of peace I see the kind eyes of my mum. I hear the laughter
of children. I feel peaceful and restful. Peace is the silent ticking of my clock in
my apartment. Peace is peaceful people, walking on streets. Peace is bright stars
above my head. Peace is our Earth without distress and suffering. As I write these
words, it seems wild and unfair that somewhere in Yugoslavia, a five year old hungry
girl cries and picks at the doll, while millions of other girls of her age are living in
peace. It is wrong. We all need air, the sea, the stars, meadows and flowers. I need
every smile, every dismissed flower, every grain of beauty. I hate war.
People are born to be happy. It is a Great Truth. And what about the Earth? It is a
place of trial for Truth. How can we achieve peace? I do not know exactly, but first
of all, we must inspire peace in our hearts and in our souls. We live in an important
time. We live in the new millennium, so we must change the face of our planet.
We can swim as fish, we can fly as birds, but we cannot live as people. We are selfmurderers because we are dangerous to ourselves. Every day we lose one kind of
plant, every week we lose one kind of animal. Our indifference is a dreadful disease.
People must remember that, for hundreds of generations, millions of people that
lived before us believed in a fair future, loved life, dreamed of a peaceful life, fought
for it and sometimes laid down their lives. But I believe that our generation are not
just murderers. I believe in the power of kindness.
I know a very clever story. On a very dark night, two men are going home. One of
them looks down and sees only a dirty road. The other man looks up and sees only
stars. How can we achieve peace? Hope, believe and look forward.
We think that we are the best creatures because we can think and create. But we
forget that we have a heart which can feel and love. In the newspaper, there was an
article about two boys from the USA. They stood near the road and began to wave to
moving cars. Some drivers waved back to them, too. That is all. A smile, a nod, a wish
of good luck. Of course it is a trifle thing, but all kinds of things in our lives begin

Page 8

International Essay Contest for Young People

Goi Peace Foundation | UNESCO

Page 9

2000 | Peace

with trifle things. The boys began to count the number of people who answered
them. Out of one thousand cars, the number of cars which answered them was 990.
I think you will find such boys everywhere, on different roads, in different countries.
Even if you do not see them, they do exist. How can we achieve peace? Begin the day
with a smile!
I want to say a few words about my country. The population of Kazakhstan is
about 16 million and only 8 million of them are Kazakh. The other 8 million people
are people of different nationalities: Russian, Ukrainian, German and others. In
my Peace Club also, there are children of different nationalities. I think it is a good
example of a peaceful country. I was born on the 1st of May. In Kazakhstan, it is the
Day of Unity of People of Different Nationalities. I think this indicates my mission,
because many wars of humanity are fought between different nations. My Peace
Club is the first of such clubs in Kazakhstan. In February, the number of children in
the club was 20, and in May there were 40. I have spoken about our club to all the
teachers in my town, and have written an article in the newspaper. On May 9th, we
organized a concert dedicated to our veterans. On the 1st of June we organized a
concert called ‘Children against War’. How can we achieve peace? All people should
do their favorite business and place importance on culture, because the culture of
any nation holds the idea of peace.
Kazakhstan is one of the first countries to have refused nuclear weapons. All
countries must do so. I dream of the Day of Peace, when all wars will cease, and
many people will gather at the sculpture of Peace to pray…
I walk up the hill and see an eagle in the blue sky. The eagle is a symbol of freedom and peace. I dream that my children will never need to fight for their happiness
and freedom. Because we are all one, and everything is in our hands, both strength
and kindness!

